
Council Meeting Room Regular Session 7:00 PM

CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH
CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL - CLERK OF COUNCIL

3. PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

5. RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL GUESTS & ELECTIONS & APPOINTMENTS

6. COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS

A. National Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation

B. National Suicide Prevention Month Proclamation

C. National Service Dog Month Proclamation

D. Years of Service Recognition

E. Fire Department- ISO 2 Rating Announcement
F. City Manager Update

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS - REGISTERED SPEAKERS

8. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

A. Regular Council Meeting Minutes- August 20, 2026

9. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of administrative edits to the 2026-2031 Comprehensive Plan Revision.

B. Agreement for Fire Service Automatic Aid

C. Georgia Recreation and Parks Association (GRPA) MOU

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

11. NEW BUSINESS

A. The City of Port Wentworth proposes to to amend the City of Port Wentworth Code of Ordinances, 
Zoning Ordinances. 

PUBLIC HEARING

B. Consideration for the approval of a Special Use Permit application, for a drive-through bank, has
been submitted by Gaskins and LeCraw as Agent for WMG Development, for "Fifth Third Bank".

7224 GA HIGHWAY 21

PORT WENTWORTH, GA 31407

City of Port Wentworth
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PIN # 70906 04044, located in the 4th Council District on Highway 21 and Market Blvd, zoned PUD
(Rice Hope - Commercial).

PUBLIC HEARING

C. A request for approval of a Concept Site Plan has been submitted by Gaskins and LeCraw as Agent
for WMG Development, for "Fifth Third Bank".  PIN # 70906 04044, located in the 4th Council
District on Highway 21 and Market Blvd, zoned PUD (Rice Hope - Commercial).

D. A request for approval of a Concept Site Plan has been submitted by The Sunshine House, for
"Foundations Early Learning Center".  PIN # 70906 04060, located in the 4th Council District on
205 Mulberry Blvd, zoned PUD (Rice Hope - Commercial).

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION
 

A. Litigation

B. Personnel

C. Real Estate

13. ADJOURNMENT
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City Council

7224 GA Highway 21

Port Wentworth, GA 31407

SCHEDULED

AGENDA ITEM (ID )

Meeting: 09/17/26 

Department: Development Services 

Category: Resolution

Prepared By: Katie Dunnigan

Department Head: Katie Dunnigan

DOC ID:

9.A

 

Approval of administrative edits to the 2026-2031 Comprehensive Plan Revision.

Issue/Item: Approval of administrative edits to the 2026-2031 Comprehensive Plan Revision.

Background: 
In late 2024, the City of Port Wentworth began work on a required 5-year Comprehensive Plan
Revision. Stakeholder meetings, public input sessions, and public hearings were held to create a
revision that reflects the goals and vision of the City.
At the April 17, 2025 City Council meeting, Council voted to approved the Comprehensive Plan Revision
and submit to the Coastal Regional Commission for transmission to the Department of Community
Affairs.

Facts and Finding: 
The Comprehensive Plan Revision must be accepted by DCA by October 31, 2026.
Sufficient time has passed that the CRC has requested for the City to update the dates on the work
program component
Approval to any change to the revision is necessary, as is a current transmittal letter, signed by the
current Mayor

Funding: 

Recommendation: 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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CURRENT CONDITIONS AND TRENDS
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2024 DOWNTOWN 
STRATEGY REPORT
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PLAN 2040
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RETAIL STUDY

2022 STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM

2024 H IGHWAY 21 
STREETSCAPE 
PLAN

2021 -  2041 PORT 
WENTWORTH 
COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN

17



SUMMARY 

�Port Wentworth will 

adopt a proactive approach to development 

policy to ensure that citizens fully benefit 

from new developments, and to preserve its 

character as a liveable family-oriented city.�

GOALS
Research and utilize all policy tools at its 

disposal to ensure development keeps 

with Port Wentworth�s character and 

aligns with the needs of its residents.

Foster the development of a diverse 

commercial sector.

Provide recreational opportunities for 

its citizens.

Provide a reasonable density of housing.

Provide high quality public services to 

its residents.

2021 -  2041 PORT 

WENTWORTH 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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CHATHAM COUNTY 

COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN - 

PLAN 2040

SUMMARY

GOALS 
LAND USE:

TRANSPORTATION: 

HOUSING:

NATURAL RESOURCE:

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
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EDUCATION

COMMUNITY HEALTH

PUBLIC SAFETY

BROADBAND AND FIBER OPTICS
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FIGURE 3 .  CHATHAM COUNTY 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAPS
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2020

SUMMARY

GOALS

SAFETY

CONNECTIVITY

BEAUTY

COMFORT

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 

CORRIDOR INCLUDE:

2024 HIGHWAY 21 

STREETSCAPE PLAN
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SUMMARY

 BEAUTIFICATION AND CIVIC PRIDE:

TRANSPORTATION & CONNECTIVITY: 

DEVELOPMENT/REDEVELOPMENT

2024 DOWNTOWN 

STRATEGY REPORT
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SUMMARY

KEY FINDINGS
HOUSING TRENDS

HOUSING MARKET & AFFORDABILITY

RETAIL & COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

INDUSTRIAL & ECONOMIC GROWTH

2024 HOUSING AND 

RETAIL STUDY
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SUMMARY

GOALS

HIGHLY VISIBLE POLLUTANT SOURCES

ENFORCEMENT RESPONSE PLAN

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE TRAINING

PUBLIC EDUCATION

POST CONSTRUCTION

LINEAR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

2022 STORMWATER 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
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GOALS

TRAIL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES 

2025 TRAIL PLAN

27



28



2626

DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW

FIGURE 4 .  ANNUAL POPULATION,  2010 �  2024

FIGURE 5 .   ANNUAL POPULATION RATE OF CHANGE,  2010-2024
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Source: US Census - ACS 2023

FIGURE 6 .  POPULATION DENSITY MAP
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Source: US Census - ACS 2023

FIGURE 7 .   ANNUAL NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS

GROWTH
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Source: US Census - ACS 2023

FIGURE 8 .   AGE OF POPULATION TABLE

2010 2020 2024

Age Group Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

0-4 445 8.3% 838 7.7% 1,003 7.5%

5-9 402 7.5% 814 7.5% 969 7.3%

10-14 357 6.7% 852 7.8% 882 6.6%

15-19 297 5.5% 738 6.8% 871 6.5%

20-24 401 7.5% 777 7.1% 982 7.4%

25-34 1,090 20.3% 1,987 18.3% 2,670 20.0%

35-44 705 13.2% 1,718 15.8% 2,113 15.8%

45-54 678 12.6% 1,231 11.3% 1,517 11.4%

55-64 457 8.5% 976 9.0% 1,163 8.7%

65-74 278 5.2% 638 5.9% 767 5.8%

75-84 180 3.4% 231 2.1% 310 2.3%

85+ 70 1.3% 78 0.7% 92 0.7%

AGE
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Source: US Census - ACS 2023

2010 2020 2024

Race and Ethnicity Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

White alone 3,275 61.1% 4,187 38.5% 5,110 38.3%

Black alone 1,683 31.4% 5,148 47.3% 6,194 46.4%

American Indian alone 13 0.2% 37 0.3% 51 0.4%

Asian alone 92 1.7% 136 1.3% 217 1.6%

Pacific Islander alone 7 0.1% 7 0.1% 12 0.1%

Some other race alone 152 2.8% 524 4.8% 690 5.2%

Two or more races 138 2.6% 839 7.7% 1,065 8.0%

Hispanic origin (any race) 441 8.2% 1,105 10.2% 1,449 10.9%

FIGURE 10.  RACE AND ETHNICITY TABLE

RACE

FIGURE 11.  RACE AND ETHNICITY CHART
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EDUCATION +  TECHNOLOGY
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DOWNTOWN
Fixed Broadband Availability

(business only)

(business only)

(business only)

Mobile Broadband Availability

CENTRAL
Fixed Broadband Availability

(business only)

Mobile Broadband Availability

UPTOWN
Fixed Broadband Availability

(Business-only)

Mobile Broadband Availability

BROADBAND ACCESS
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2024

Households by Income Number

Median household income $77,675

Average household income $91,996

Per capita income $34,578

2024

Households by Income Number Percent

<$15,000 132 2.6%

$15,000-$24,999 313 6.2%

$25,000-$34,999 321 6.4%

$35,000-$49,999 572 11.4%

$50,000-$74,999 953 19.0%

$75,000-$99,999 1339 26.7%

$100,000-$149,999 962 19.2%

$150,000-$199,999 115 2.3%

$200,000 + 306 6.1%

FIGURE 15.   HOUSEHOLDS BY INCOME
FIGURE 16.   MEDIAN,  AVERAGE,  PER CAPITA 

INCOME

Source: US Census - ACS 2023

INCOME
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2023

Metric Number

Total population for whom poverty 
status is determined

11,035

People in poverty 1,650

People in deep-poverty 998

Both in poverty and over 65 7

Percent of Total, 2023* 

People in poverty 15.0%

People in "deep-poverty"** 9.0%

Both in poverty and over 65 0.1%

2023

Metric Number

Total Households, 2023 3,928

Households receiving:

Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI)

8

Cash public assistance income 0

Food Stamp/SNAP 153

Percent of Total, 2023

Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI)

0.2%

Cash public assistance income 0.0%

Food Stamp/SNAP 3.9%

FIGURE 17.   HOUSEHOLDS AT RISK FIGURE 18.   HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

15% of the population lives in poverty
$61,409

!
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Age Prevalence in 
Port Wentworth

Under 5 years 0.0%

5 to 17 years 9.2%

18 to 34 years 13.9%

35 to 64 years 12.5%

65 to 74 years 29.2%

75 years and over 14.4%

Disability Type Prevalence in 
Port Wentworth

Hearing Difficulty 1.2%

Vision Difficulty 0.9%

Cognitive Difficulty 6.0%

Ambulatory Difficulty 7.5%

Self-Care Difficulty 3.3%

Independent Living Difficulty 2.8%

FIGURE 19.   D ISABIL ITY STATUS BY AGE AND DISABIL ITY TYPE,  2023

DISABILITY

Source: US Census - ACS 2023
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EXISTING CONDITIONS OVERVIEW

HOUSING

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

QUALITY OF L IFE

LAND USE

TRANSPORTATION

44
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LAND USE

FIGURE 20.   2021 COMP PLAN CHARACTER AREAS FIGURE 21.  EXISTING AERIAL IMAGE

N
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ZONING
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LAND OWNERSHIP
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Status Number Share

Total Units 4,854 100.0%

Occupied 4,419 91.0%

Owner 2,917 66.0%

Renter 1,502 34.0%

Vacant 435 9.0%

FIGURE 31.   HOUSING TENURE AND OCCUPANCY

Source: US Census - ACS 2023

Type Owner Renter

Occupied Units 2,917 1,502

1, detached 2,795 408

1, attached 122 136

2 0 0

3 or 4 0 27

5 to 9 0 185

10 to 19 0 427

20 to 49 0 143

50 or more 0 169

Mobile home 0 7

Boat, RV, van, etc. 0 0

FIGURE 30.   TYPE OF UNITS OCCUPIED BY TENURE,  2023

HOUSING OCCUPANCY

55







HOME VALUE

FIGURE 34.   MONTHLY MEDIAN SALES PRICE,  JAN 2021 TO NOV 2024

FIGURE 35.   COMMUNITY OVERVIEW

SUMMARY 2010 2020 2024

POPULATION 5,360 10,878 13,339

HOUSEHOLDS 2,043 4,055 5,013

FAMILIES 1,378 2,761 3,181

AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE 2.58 2.67 2.65

OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING 
UNITS

1,412 2,208 1,969

RENTER OCCUPIED HOUSING 
UNITS

631 1,847 3,044

MEDIAN AGE 32.0 32.1 32.4
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Affordability Metric Value

Owner-occupied mortgaged homes, 2023 1,892

     Cost >30% of household income 497

Specified renter-occupied units, 2023 1,502

     Rent >30% of household income 704

Median monthly mortgage cost, 2023 $1,426

Median gross rent, 2023 $1,465

FIGURE 36.   HOUSING AFFORDABIL ITY FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDS,  2023

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

Source: US Census - ACS 2023

Household Income Actual 
Households at 
Income Level

Estimated Occupied 
Housing Units Affordable 
at Income Level

Housing 
Shortage/Surplus

<$15k 92 8 -84

$15k <$35k 164 28 -136

$35k <$50k 382 32 -350

$50k <$75k 251 242 -9

$75k <$100k 289 267 -22

$100k <$150k 280 602 322

$150k+ 44 323 279

FIGURE 37.  RENTAL HOUSING AFFORDABIL ITY
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FIGURE 38.   HOUSING AFFORDABIL ITY FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDS,  2023

FIGURE 39.   HOUSING AFFORDABIL ITY FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDS,  2023

$1,465 $168,100. 

!
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5858

INDUSTRIES AND EMPLOYERS

Source: Bureau of Labor and Statistics

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

FIGURE 40.  EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

62 Jobs

81 Jobs

221 Jobs

909 Jobs

399 Jobs

27 Jobs

242 Jobs

496 Jobs

88 Jobs

418 Jobs

8.2%

2.8%

7.5%

13.6%

30.9%

0.9%

16.9%

3.0%

2.1%

14.2%

Professional, scientific, and technical 
management services

Manufacturing

Wholesale trade

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities

Retail trade

Finance and insurance, and real estate, and 
rental and leasing

Construction

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and 
accommodation and food services

Educational services, and health care and 
social assistance

Other services
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UNEMPLOYMENT

!
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6262

BUDGET

FIGURE 43.   C ITY REVENUES AND EXPENSES

Revenues 2014 2024 % Change

Charges for Services + Capital 
Grants

6,921,177 15,515,315 124%

Property taxes $2,137,730 $4,657,959 118%

Sales taxes $1,544,295 $4,895,588 217%

Selective sales and use taxes $875,057 $2,072,352 137%

Business taxes $358,333 $1,159,647 224%

Unrestricted investment earnings $26,204 $1,977,905 7,448%

Gain on sale of capital assets - $76,021 100%

Miscellaneous $103,721 $792,744 664%

Total revenues $11,966,517 $31,147,531 160%

Expenses $2,014 $2,024 % Change

General government $490,656 $3,110,785 534%

Public safety $2,775,757 $9,241,284 233%

Public works $1,304,589 $3,135,276 140%

Judicial $124,347 $567,152 356%

Culture and recreation $427,733 $914,369 114%

Housing and development $504,696 $1,487,149 195%

Interest on long-term debt $9,931 $94,223 849%

Water, sewer, and sanitation $3,139,537 $5,919,630 89%

Total expenses $8,777,246 $24,469,868 179%

Source: City Of Port Wentworth�s Annual Comprehensive Financial Report.
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FIGURE 44.   C ITY REVENUE AND EXPENSES PER CAPITA

Revenues 2014 2024 % Change

Charges for Services + Capital 
Grants

$992 $1,163 17%

Property taxes $306 $349 14%

Sales taxes $221 $367 66%

Selective sales and use taxes $125 $155 24%

Business taxes $51 $87 69%

Unrestricted investment earnings $4 $148 3,848%

Gain on sale of capital assets $0 $6 NA

Miscellaneous $15 $59 300%

Total revenues $1,715 $2,335 36%

Expenses $2,014 $2,024 % Change

General government $70 $233 232%

Public safety $398 $693 74%

Public works $187 $235 26%

Judicial $18 $43 139%

Culture and recreation $61 $69 12%

Housing and development $72 $111 54%

Interest on long-term debt $1 $7 396%

Water, sewer, and sanitation $450 $444 -1%

Total expenses $1,258 $1,834 46%
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FIGURE 47.  ZONING,  ASSESSED VALUE,  AND FAIR MARKET VALUE,  PER ACRE

FLU Acres Assessed Value Total Fair Market 
Value

Assessed Value/
Acre

Fair Market 
Value/Acre

Civic/Government 6 $0 $4,756,700 $0 $810,341

Commercial 1,484 $72,436,222 $199,476,415 $48,809 $134,411

Conservation 3,689 $53,532,456 $164,765,640 $14,511 $44,663

Industrial 2,457 $169,153,957 $664,460,426 $68,837 $270,400

Institutional 93 $86,149 $59,829,473 $926 $643,189

Mixed Use 2,373 $26,028,502 $76,241,340 $10,969 $32,130

Park 1,239 $951,368 $4,125,420 $768 $3,329

Residential 2,606 $402,213,502 $1,011,933,890 $154,359 $388,352

NA 7,204 $0 $10,877,100 $0 $1,510

Source: Chatham County Board of Assessors
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QUALITY OF L IFE
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PARKS AND RECREATION
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