
Council Meeting Room Regular Session 3:00 PM

CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
JULY 6, 2026

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

2. PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL - CLERK OF COUNCIL

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

5. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

6. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration of a Variance Application submitted by John Porsga, to allow for a reduction of the
required accessory structure setback.  PIN # 70014 03014, located in the 4th Council District at
113 Coleraine Drive, zoned R-3.

PUBLIC HEARING

7. ADJOURNMENT
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Consideration of a Variance Application submitted by John Porsga, to allow for a reduction of the
required accessory structure setback.  PIN # 70014 03014, located in the 4th Council District at

113 Coleraine Drive, zoned R-3.
PUBLIC HEARING

Issue/Item: Consideration of a Variance Application submitted by John Porsga, to allow for a reduction
of the required accessory structure setback.  PIN # 70014 03014, located in the 4th Council District at 113
Coleraine Drive, zoned R-3.

Background: 
The applicant requests a variance from accessory structure setbacks.

Pursuant to The City of Port Wentworth, Code of Ordinances, Section 6.20.A.f: "Accessory buildings
shall be set back at least five (5) feet from the side and rear lot lines".
The applicant had poured a slab for a an accessory structure in line with an existing
structure meant to be replaced. The recent slab is 2' from the rear property line and 1.7'
from the side property line.
The applicant had not yet obtained a building permit for the structure and therefor no site
plan had been reviewed to catch the setback encroachment. Issuance of a building permit
is dependent on approval of this variance request.
There are overhead power lines above the slab, GA Power has agreed to easement
encroachment provided the building allows a minimum clearance.

Facts and Finding:  
The property is bordered on the rear and west sides by Chatham County Board of Education properties.

The adjacent western bordering property is used as an access point to the property to the south, which

is largely undeveloped proximal to the shared boundary.

The adjacent property to the south has an approximately 15' separation by means of a drainage ditch.

Reasonable access to the proposed structure via the driveway is limited by existing development of the

site.

Approval of this variance does not represent a substantial impact or burden to surrounding property

owners and the proposed structure is more conforming to rear setbacks than the existing structure it is

to replace.
 
 
 
Suggested Action
 
Staff recommends approval of the requested variance.

Funding: 
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Recommendation: 
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