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City Council
7224 GA Highway 21

Port Wentworth, GA 31407

SCHEDULED

AGENDA ITEM (ID )

Meeting: 08/15/24 
Department: 

Category: Ordinance
Prepared By: Zahnay Smoak

Department Head: 

DOC ID:

14.A

 

Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance- 1st Reading

Issue/Item: The City’s Zoning Ordinance is under constant review from Staff, and certain amendments
have been complied and brought forth to make the Zoning Ordinance’s use and applicability more harmonious
with providing the best services and experiences for the residents and businesses in the City.

Background: 

Last year, the City passed a new comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. Since then, as the new Zoning Ordinance
has been in use and effect, staff has kept track of places within the ordinance and instances where updating
or amending the ordinance makes sense.

Facts and Finding: 

The proposed amendments include: cleaning up the language of C-1 Neighborhood Commercial, cleaning up
the language of Garages in certain residential areas, and updating permitted versus special uses as well as
other requirements in Tables 4.30 and 4.40 relating to Commercial zoning.  

 
Recommendation: Approve

Funding: 

Recommendation: 
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ORDINANCE NO. 24-08-01
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH 
ZONING ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, it is necessary from time to time to modify the City’s ordinances; and

WHEREAS the Mayor and City Council is tasked with the authority to adopt and provide for 
such ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations which it deems necessary, expedient, or 
helpful for the peace, good order, protection of life and property, health, welfare, sanitation, 
comfort, convenience, prosperity, and well-being of the inhabitants of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City of Port Wentworth is granted the power to provide such comprehensive 
city planning for development by zoning, subdivision regulation and the like as the city council 
deems necessary and reasonable to ensure a safe, healthy, and aesthetically pleasing community; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Port Wentworth desires to update its Zoning Ordinance; and

NOW, THEREFORE, that while in regular session THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH HEREBY ORDAIN as follows:

The Code of Ordinance, Zoning Ordinance, is amended as follows:

I. Amend Sec. 4.20.A. to read as follows:

Neighborhood Commercial (C-1). This district is intended to encourage and 
accommodate a walkable downtown area with storefronts on the ground story 
and upper story residential, local market retail, personal services, restaurants, 
entertainment, offices, and professional services. Characteristics of uses and 
land in C-1 include daytime and early evening operations, smaller-scale and 
mixed-use buildings, sidewalk sales, and on-street parking. 

226



Page 2 / 5

II. Amend Table 3.40.D to read as follows:

Table 3.40 D: Multi-Family Residential

Requirement

R-5

Single-
Family

Two-
Family

Townhouse
Multiple-
Family

Non-
Residentia

l

Min. Lot Area (s.f.)1 7,500 8,000 2,4201 1,8001 10,000

Min. Lot Width (ft.) 60 60 251 100 50
Min. Lot Frontage (ft.)2 60 60 251 100 50
Max. Number of Units per Building 1 2 8 -- --
Max. Building Height (ft.) 35 35 35 -- 40
Max. Building Coverage (%) 45 60 75 75 40
Min. 
Setb-
acks 
(ft.) 

Front- major arterial road 40 40 40 50 50
Front (front-loaded)3 25 25 -- 35 50
Front (rear-loaded)4 20 20 5 35 50
Street Side 20 20 5 35 50
Side 5 5 105 20 25
Rear 20 20 256 25 25

III. Amend Sec. 3.50.A.2 to read as follows:

Garages. Detached garages shall be located in rear yards. 

IV. Amend Table 4.40 to read as follows:

* Uses indicated in Table 4.30 with (*) are exempt from the height restrictions in Table 4.40.

Table 4.40: Lot, Building, and Siting Requirements
Requirement C-1 C-2 C-3 I-1
Min. Lot Area (s.f. unless noted otherwise) -- 1 acre 1 acre 5 acres
Min. Lot Width/Frontage (ft.) -- 150 150 300
Max. Building
Height (ft.) 35* 45* 45* 60*

Max. Building Coverage (%) 75 60 60 50
Min. 
Setbacks 
(ft.)

Front 0 25 25 50
Street Side 0 25 25 50
Side abutting residential
districts 10 35 50 200

Side abutting commercial and
industrial districts 0 15 15 50

Rear abutting residential
districts 20 35 50 200

Rear abutting commercial and
industrial districts 10 15 15 50
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V. Amend Table 4.30 to rad as follows:

Table 4.30: Commercial and Industrial Districts- Land Use Regulation

Use C-1 C-2 C-3 I-1 Other
Accessory Uses- uses defined in Section 25.20
Accessory building, non-residential P/S P/S P/S P/S
Antennas and over-the-air reception devices P P P P
Outdoor display and sales P P P -- 7.150
Outdoor storage -- -- P P 7.160
Outdoor storage of containers -- -- -- P 7.160
Accommodations, Hospitality, and Entertainment- uses defined in Section 25.30
Banquet or meeting hall P P P --
Campground or recreational vehicle park -- -- S -- 7.60
Commercial indoor recreation facility* P P P P
Commercial outdoor recreation facility -- -- -- P
Hotel or motel* P P P --
Indoor theater P P -- --
Outdoor theater -- -- -- S 7.170
Restaurant P P P --
Restaurant with drive-through P P P -- 7.100
Restaurant with accessory micro-brewery,
distillery, or winery P P P --

Tavern P P P --
Civic and Institutional- defined in Section 25.50
Cemetery S S S S
Community-oriented cultural facility* P P -- --
Community-based indoor recreational facility* P P -- --
Government facility* P P P P
Public park or preserve P P P P
Place of worship* P P -- --
School- college or university* P P -- --
School- preschool to 12* P P -- --
School- specialized training* P P P P
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Table 4.30: Commercial and Industrial Districts- Land Use Regulation

Use C-1 C-2 C-3 I-1 Other
School- truck driving -- -- -- S
Industrial, Infrastructure, and Transportation- defined in Section 25.60
Brewery, winery, distillery -- -- -- P
Commercial solar energy system -- -- -- P 7.210
Crematorium S S S S
Essential public services and utilities without
buildings P P P P 6.60 A

Essential public services and utilities, with
Buildings* P P P P 6.60 A

Manufacturing, processing, and packaging-
heavy -- -- -- S

Manufacturing, processing, and packaging- light -- -- -- P
Outdoor storage, principal use S S S S 7.160
Outdoor container storage as principal use S S S S 7.160
Propane gas sales -- -- -- P
Salvage or impound operation -- -- -- P 7.190
Sawmill or planing mill -- -- -- P
Self-storage -- S S P 7.200
Truck terminal -- -- -- S
Warehousing and distribution -- -- -- S
Waste management and recycling S S S S
Wholesaling and distribution -- -- -- S
Offices and Services- defined in Section 25.70
Animal and pet services P P P -- 7.40
Animal clinic P P P
Child day care center P P -- --
Contractor facility P P -- P
Funeral home or mortuary S S S S
General offices and services* P P -- --
General offices and services with
drive-through S S -- -- 7.100

Hospital* -- P P --
Research and development* -- -- -- P
Truck stop or truck fuel sales -- -- S S 7.250
Vehicle repair, major -- -- P P 7.240
Vehicle repair, minor S P P P 7.240
Vehicle service station S S S P 7.250
Vehicle wash, cars -- S S --
Vehicle wash, trucks -- -- -- P
Residential Group Living- defined in Section 25.80
Nursing home S S -- --
Residential Household Living- defined in Section 25.90
Mixed-use residential* P -- -- --
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* Uses indicated with (*) are exempted from height restrictions in Table 4.40.

VI. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are hereby repealed.

VII. This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and adoption. 

SO ORDAINED this the day of , 2024.

Approved:

Gary Norton, Mayor
Attest:

Zahnay Smoak, City Clerk

First reading: (date)

Second reading: (date)
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Amendments to the Parking Ordinance- 1st Reading

Issue/Item: The City’s ordinances are under constant review, and residents have repeatedly noted a
desire for the City to address parking of commercial vehicles in residential areas as a nuisance and negative
effect to general tenor of the neighborhoods.

Background: Last year, the City updated Chapter 13 to include new rules and regulations to address
on-street parking in residential areas. Through continued conversations with residents, the City heard and
agrees there is a need to address commercial vehicles with over six wheels parking in residential areas – not
just on the streets.

Facts and Finding: 

Commercial vehicles with greater than six wheels are not within the general makeup and tenor of residential
neighborhoods. This ordinance addresses that, with restriction in R-2, R-3, R-4, and R-5 zonings, as well as
limited allowance in R-1 zoning as long as such vehicle is not visible from the road.

 
Recommendation: Approve

Funding: 

Recommendation: 
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ORDINANCE NO. 24-08-02
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13, MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC
OF THE CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH CODE OF ORDINANCES 

WHEREAS, it is necessary from time to time to modify the City’s ordinances; and

WHEREAS the Mayor and City Council is tasked with the authority to adopt and provide for 
such ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations which it deems necessary, expedient, or 
helpful for the peace, good order, protection of life and property, health, welfare, sanitation, 
comfort, convenience, prosperity, and well-being of the inhabitants of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City of Port Wentworth is granted the power to regulate the operation of motor 
vehicles and public parking and to exercise control over all traffic, upon or across the highways, 
streets, roads, alleys, and walkways of the city; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Port Wentworth desires to update its Chapter 13, Motor Vehicles and 
Traffic to ensure safety and free movement upon the roadways of the city; and

NOW, THEREFORE, that while in regular session THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH HEREBY ORDAIN as follows:

The Code of Ordinance, Chapter 13, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, is amended as follows:

I. A new Sec. 13-14 is created, and reads as follows:

Sec. 13-14 – Commercial Vehicle Residential Parking

(a) Subject to the provisions of Article II of this Chapter, parking of any vehicle or 
trailer over 10,000 pounds is prohibited in R-1 zoning, unless the property is 
greater than 3 acres and such vehicle is not visible from the public roadway. 

(b) Subject to the provisions of Article II of this Chapter, parking of any vehicle or 
trailer over 10,000 pounds is prohibited in R-2, R-3, R-4, and R-5 zoning. 

(c) The provisions of this Section shall apply regardless of whether the vehicle or 
trailer is in a state of repair or disrepair, or fully operational. 
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II. A new Sec. 13-15 is created, and reads as follows:

Sec. 13-15 – Parking or Storage of Shipping Containers

(a) Subject to the provisions of Article II of this Chapter, shipping containers used 
as permanent or semi-permanent storage in R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, C-1, C-2, 
or C-3 zoning districts shall be considered a temporary structure under 
Chapter 5, Article XVI of this Ordinance. For the purposes of this Section, a 
shipping container shall be considered used as permanent or semi-permanent 
storage if such shipping container is off its chassis. 

(b) When considering an application permit for temporary use structure, the city 
administrator or their designee may consider such conditions to mitigate 
negative impacts to include but not limited to painting or aesthetics of the 
shipping container, whether placement satisfies setback requirements, whether 
containers will be stacked, the number of shipping containers requested, items 
or materials to be stored in the shipping container, and security of the shipping 
container.

(c) The property owner shall apply for the temporary use structure permit.

III. Sections 13-16 through 13-49 shall be remain designated as “Reserved” in Article I of 
Chapter 13.

IV. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are hereby repealed.

V. This Ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and adoption. 

SO ORDAINED this the day of , 2024.

Approved:

Gary Norton, Mayor
Attest:

Zahnay Smoak, City Clerk

First reading: (date)

Second reading: (date)
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