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Site Plan Review Application submitted by Forestar (USA) 
Real Estate Group Inc., for PIN # 7-0906-04-042 (Lakeside 

Blvd.) for a Specific Development Site Plan to allow a Single-
Family Subdivision Development (Rice Hope Lakeside Phase 

24) in a M-P-O (Master Plan Overlay) Zoning District 

Issue/Item: Site Plan Review Application has been submitted by Forestar (USA) Real Estate Group 
Inc., for PIN # 7-0906-04-042 (Lakeside Blvd.) for a Specific Development Site Plan to allow a Single-
Family Subdivision Development (Rice Hope Lakeside Phase 24) in a M-P-O (Master Plan Overlay) Zoning 
District 
 

Background: The subject property is currently vacant woodland. There are no buildings or 

structures on the subject property. A general development plan for this property was 

approved during the September 23, 2021 City Council meeting. The preliminary plat for this 

phase was approved during the September 22, 2022 City Council Meeting.      

 

Facts and Findings: This is specific site development plan for Phase 24 of the Lakeside at 

Rice Hope subdivision. The site plan consist of 110 Residential Lots. The main entrance for 

the development will be Lakeside Dr. The site plan also includes associated parking, utilities, 

drainage and infrastructure improvements. This application received Engineer Concurrence 

by the City Engineer's Thomas & Hutton on April 07, 2023. This project is located in Council 

District 1. The parcel is located in the Suburban character area as defined in the 2021-2041 

City of Port Wentworth Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Funding: N/A 

 

Recommendation: The Planning Commission will hear this application on Monday, May 08, 

2023 at 3:30 PM.  / UPDATE: THE PLANNING COMMISSION VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO 

APPROVE THE APPLICATION WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 1. Make sure utility 

crossings are at least 18 inches apart and if not possible use DIP and GAB to install the pipe. 2. Install 
the water main above the storm pipe when possible. (Minimum water main coverage is 3 feet). 3. 
Remove the dirt berm from the top of the water main. Landscape is not allowed on top of utilities. We 
would like to see the continuation of the trail if possible.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Site Plan Review RH Lakeside Ph 24 2022 - Application (PDF) 

• Site Plan Review RH Lakeside Ph 24 2022 - Final Letter T&H 4.7.23 (PDF) 

• Site Plan Review RH Lakeside Ph 24 2022 - Timeline (DOCX) 











 
 

April 7, 2023 
 

 
 
Mr. Brian Harvey 
Development Service Administrator 
City of Port Wentworth 
7224 GA Highway 21 
Port Wentworth, GA 31407 
 

Re: Lakeside at Rice Hope - Phase 24 
 City of Port Wentworth, Georgia 
 J–25412.0035 

 
Dear Mr. Harvey: 
 

This site plan review was completed based on our interpretation of the latest City of Port 
Wentworth zoning ordinance and development regulations. Thomas & Hutton’s review was 
performed in an effort to assess if the application package for the proposed improvements is in 
general conformance with City of Port Wentworth regulations. Our review shall not be interpreted 
as a detailed technical analysis of the design or for verification of technical sufficiency for 
elements of design. Under no circumstances shall our review and comments related to the site 
plans relieve the Applicant’s Design Professional of their professional obligations and professional 
standards of care. As such, the design submitted by the Applicant’s Design Professional shall be 
the sole responsibility of the Applicant’s Design Professional. Thomas & Hutton shall not accept any 
responsibility for any liability due to design and construction, in whole or in part, for any aspect of 
the design and construction of design documents. 

 
We have reviewed the submittal package for conformance with City of Port Wentworth 

regulations of the following: 
 

1. Please provide complete signed and sealed stormwater calculations and site 
development plans. 

• Applicant addressed. 
 

2. Please provide vertical and horizontal utility separation for all utilities in accordance 
with Section 3.01(e) of the Port Wentworth CDM as well as applicable CDM sections 
and details. The City of Port Wentworth Public Works Department has indicated it is 
acceptable to use a 7.5’ utility easement in locations where no alternative is 
feasible. 

• Water, sewer, and stormwater utilities shall conform to Section 
3.01(e) of the Port Wentworth CDM as well as applicable CDM 
sections and details when feasible.  Due to the MPO zoning on this 
property, development is allowed to occur with narrower rights-of-
way, thereby making the standard City separation requirements not 
feasible in two locations noted by the applicant.  The design of the 
utilities at these locations has been reviewed with City staff and 
acknowledged as acceptable for this specific development plan 
only. 
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3. Please show all stormwater maintenance easements or rights-of-way intended to 

be owned by public or private entities on the plans. 
• Applicant addressed. 

 
The Applicant’s latest submittal received on March 27, 2023, addressed comments 1-3 

above. All site plan comments have been satisfied and appear to be in general conformance 
with the City of Port Wentworth’s zoning ordinance and development regulations with the 
exception of the following. The City of Port Wentworth retains the right to issue a development 
permit at their discretion prior to the below comments being addressed. However, these 
comments must be addressed prior to project closeout: 

 
4. Two benchmarks should be added to the final plat per Section 15.3–8 of Appendix 

B of the City Port Wentworth Zoning Ordinance.  

5. A final plat for recording of public or private easements or rights–of–way should be 
provided per Section 3.4.2(i) of the City of Port Wentworth Comprehensive Design 
Manual. 

6. A finalized site lighting plan, details, and supporting documentation must be 
submitted per Sections 20–64 and 20–65 of the City of Port Wentworth Code of 
Ordinances. In the past, the City has issued a development permit prior to receiving 
this information, with the stipulation that a certificate of occupancy will not be 
issued for any structure until the lighting plan and agreement are received by the 
City, and lighting is installed within the phase of development. 

7. A performance bond should be provided prior to any building and/or grading 
permit for any land development activity requiring a permanent stormwater 
management system per section 7–80(h) of the City of Port Wentworth Code of 
Ordinances. 

 

 The Applicant has satisfied items 1–3 prior to proceeding with the City’s development 
permit process. If the City chooses to proceed with the issuance of a development permit prior to 
the resolution of items 4–7, the City may include these conditions with the development permit. 
Please call us with any questions or comments at (912) 234–5300. 
      
      Sincerely, 
 
      THOMAS & HUTTON  
 

       
             Jessica L. Routt, P.E. 
 

JLR/wr 
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Project Timeline 

Project Number: 220357 

Project Name: Rice Hope Lakeside Phase 24, Specific Site Plan Application  

Applicant / Engineer: Jason Bryant, Pittman Engineering 

Owner: Forestar (USA) Real Estate Group, Inc. 

City Review Engineer:  Thomas & Hutton 

 

•  6/27/22 - received; application complete.  

• 6/27/22 – sent to Thomas & Hutton for review.  

• 7/22/2022 – received email from Kevin Smith (T&H) stating that once the Comprehensive 

Stormwater Master Plan has been received they should be able to complete the initial site plan 

review.  

• 7/22/2022 – received email from Ray Pittman (Pittman Engineering) that they are working on 

the revisions and should take a week to update the Master Drainage Plan & Exhibits.  

• 7/27/2022 – sent email to Jason Bryant (Pittman Engineering) that the site plan application 

would not be on the August 2022 agendas due to not having any review comments.  

• 8/8/2022 – sent email to Kevin Smith & Jennifer Roach (T&H) asking if they had received the 

information that was requested from Pittman Engineering.  

• 8/18/2022 – received 1st review comment letter from T&H. Pittman copied on email.  

• 10/18/2022 – received 1st resubmittal from Pittman. T&H Copied on email 

• 11/7/2022 – received 2nd comment letter from T&H. Pittman Copied on email. 

• 11/21/2022 – received 2nd resubmittal from Pittman. T&H copied on email. 

• 12/5/2022 – received 3rd comment letter from T&H. Pittman copied on email. 

• 1/31/2023 – received final letter from T&H that included comments that would need to be 

accepted by City of Port Wentworth. [ME] 

• 2/17/2023 – email sent from Omar Senati to Jason Bryant stating that we would not accept the 

location of sewer / water easements shown on the plans due to they must be a minimum of 7.5 

fee from the property line. [ME] 

• 2/17/2023 – Jason Bryant sent updated plans. [ME] 

• 2/21/2023 – Omar Senati sent email stating he could not approve the plans as submitted. [ME] 

• 2/23/2023 – Conference call scheduled to discuss issues [ME] 

• 3/1/2023 – revised plans sent to T&H from Pittman. [ME] 

• 3/27/2023 – resubmittal received from Pittman. T&H Copied. [ME] 

• 4/7/2023 – Final letter received from T&H. Placed on next available Planning Commission 

agenda. [ME] 

• 4/21/23 – Public Hearing notice letters mailed [SC] 

• 4/26/23 – Public Hearing Notice published in the Savannah Morning News [SC] 
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