




 

 

CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH  
CITY COUNCIL  

  SEPTEMBER 23, 2021  

 

 

  

 Via Zoom  Regular Meeting  6:30 PM  

7224 GA HIGHWAY 21  
PORT WENTWORTH, GA  31407  
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1.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
Mayor Gary Norton called the meeting to order.  

2.  PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Rev. Paul Mongin led in Prayer and Mayor Gary Norton led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

3.  ROLL CALL -  CLERK OF COUNCIL  
 

Attendee Name  Title  Status  Arrived  
Gary Norton  Mayor  Remote   
Linda Smith  Mayor Pro Tem  Remote   
Mark Stephens  Council Member  Remote   
Lynwood Griner  Council Member  Remote   
Glenn Jones  Council Member  Remote   
Thomas Barbee  Council Member  Remote   
James L. Coursey  City Attorney  Remote   
Edwin L. Booth  City Manager  Remote   
Shanta Scarboro  Clerk of Council  Remote   
Tomi Rikkinen  City Accountant  Remote   
Brian Harvey  Director of Development Services  Remote   
Lance Moore  Chief of Fire Operations  Remote   
Yolanda Irizarry  Directo r of Human Resources  Remote   
Tiffany Lancaster  Director of Leisure Services  Remote   
Matt Libby  Chief of Police  Remote   

4.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Council Member Glenn Jones made a motion to approve the agenda. Seconded by Council 
Member Lynwood Griner. Vote  was unanimous.  

5.  RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL GUESTS  
There were none to report.  

6.  ELECTIONS & APPOINTMENTS  
There were none to report.  

7.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
Council Member Lynwood Griner made a motion to adopt the minutes. Seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Linda S mith. Vote was not unanimous due to Council Member Thomas Barbee's request to 
have his vote changed from Yes/Aye to No/Nay on agenda item 12.H. Zoning Map Amendment 
Varnedoe -Wiggins Tract Phase II Highway 21 2nd Reading, from the August 26, 2021 regular 
City Council meeting.  
 
Vote Results  
Mayor Pro Tem -  Yes/Aye  
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Council Member Thomas Barbee -  No/Nay  
Council Member Lynwood Griner -  Yes/Aye  
Council Member Mark Stephens -  No /Nay  
Council Member Glenn Jones -  Yes/Aye  

A. City Council -  Regular Meeting -  Aug 26, 2021 6:30 PM  

RESULT:  ACCEPTED [3 TO 2]  
MOVER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Linda Smith, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Smith, Griner, Jones  
NAYS:  Stephens, Barbee  

8.  COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS  
City Manager Edwin Booth updated Mayor and Council on th e following matters:  
 
1. Going forward major projects presented to the Planning Commission for approval will be 
limited to six (6) per month.  
 
2. The City Ordinance that is currently in place for engineers to answer all concerns related to 
their project w ill be changed from twenty (20) days to forty - five (45) days.  
 
3. The City of Port Wentworth received a Notice of Violation from the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources Environmental Protection Division (EPD) for violations of the Georgia Rules 
and Re gulations for Water Quality Control. As a result of such violations a fine was imposed 
upon the City that will be mitigated based on the City's needs.  
 
4. A budget and workplan is being put together for the City to regain its Public Works 
Department. The plan will be presented to Council at a later date.  
 
5. The Fire, Police and Administration buildings are in the engineering phase.  
 
6. Thomas & Hutton is working on a wetlands plan study for the Sports Complex that should be 
completed within the next thi rty (30) days.  
 
7. The City is preparing to receive monies for the Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) Funds and it is 
believed that the monies have not been distributed equally by Chatham County. Because of this 
the City is going to push to get its fair share and for County representation to be placed in our 
City such as a County park, library, new school, etc. The City is also prepared to go into 
litigation if needed.  
 
8. The Impact Fee Study is now 90% complete. The next step in the process is for Council to  
approve an Impact Fee Study Ordinance.  
 
9. The City Attorney is currently working on several contracts that will be reviewed upon 
completion.  
 
10. Garbage complaints are being addressed on a case by case basis. It is believed that more 
education to the public is needed so that City residents will understand what is and is not 
acceptable. In the meantime, the garbage company is working to handle all concerns.  
 
11. City staff is currently 97% vaccinated for COVID -19.   
 
City Attorney James L. Coursey, Jr. updated Mayor and Council on the following 
matter:  
 
1. A construction and conveyance agreement regarding Hendley Road has been proposed to 
move the right of way to help soften some of the turns. However, during the title examination, 
it was identified that  the Hendley Road right of way was originally a Department of 
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Transportation (DOT) project and before the City annexed the property DOT was supposed to 
dedicate (convey) the right of way to Chatham County. There is no evidence in the deed records 
that this  occurred, so a close in title must take place before the City can move forward and to 
assure that the proper change in title has been met.  
 
Questions and Answers   
Q.  Council Member Mark Stephens asked if one of the contracts the City Attorney is working on 
includes the Port Wentworth Tourism Bureau and if so, is there a budget or contract value or 
other deliverables that have to be met?  
 
A.  City Manager Edwin Booth stated that the current amount in hand to be disbursed is 
$190,000.00 but that a contract will have to be put in place for before it can be awarded with 
specifics identified for projects that the monies can be allocated for. As for the deliverables, that 
decision will be up to the City Attorney and Council.  
 
Q.  Mayor Pro Tem asked about the st atus of the Veterans Memorial and the total cost for the 
project?  
 
A.  City Manager Edwin Booth stated that the Veterans Memorial is in the engineering phase 
along with the Fire, Police and Administration buildings. A meeting will be held at a later date 
for an update on where Greenline Architecture is on the project. The total figure for the 
Veterans Memorial is 1.4 million dollars that can be reduced with donations.  
 
Q.  Council Member Mark Stephens inquired as to why the issue of the Hendley Road right o f 
way was not addressed on last year when it was originally brought up and asked for an update 
on the promise made by DOT for a stop light?  
 
A.  City Attorney Coursey stated that the developers were the responsible parties who took on 
the obligation for mov ing forward on the process of the right of way conveyance and that the 
City was not responsible for the title examination and that DOT failed to convey the property to 
Chatham County many years ago. Mr. Coursey also stated that he has no knowledge of a 
pro mise of a stop light.  
 
Q.  Council Member Lynwood Griner asked if the road remains where it is can the City move 
forward with the upgrades by getting a quick deed from the State of Georgia since the State 
intended to issue one anyway?  
 
A.  Mr. Coursey resp onded by stating that a quick claim deed is not as simple as it may sound 
and that getting DOT up to that level to get a quick claim deed signed will take some time.  
 
Comment   
Chad Zittrouer, Civil Engineer Kern -Coleman & Co., LLC, stated that DOT has app roved the 
signal warrant analysis for Hendley Road that allows Kern -Coleman & Co. to move forward with 
the signal design and permitting.  

A.  City Manager Updates  

9.  COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Council Member Mark Stephens made a motion to approve the committee repor ts. Seconded by 
Council Member Lynwood Griner. Vote was unanimous.  

A.  Committee Reports  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Stephens, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
AYES:  Smith, Stephens, Griner, Jones, Barbee  

10.  CONSENT AGE NDA  
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City Attorney James L. Coursey, Jr. stated for the record that he has reviewed the 
Intergovernmental Agreement with Chatham County and approves, but does have some 
concerns.  
 
Matt Libby, Chief of Police Operations, stated that Chatham County is long ov erdue to reach 
both local and federal standards and good practices for their dispatch center by upgrading their 
hardware/software and by getting each local municipality on board to confer with the 
Intergovernmental Agreement.  
 
Chatham County does provide the City's dispatch through fees that are collected for 911 
services from each landline, cell phone, air card, etc. However, the agreement does pose a few 
issues that will affect the overall operations. The bottom line is that the City would prefer the 
Chatham Automated Dispatching (CAD) system, which was communicated over two years ago 
when initial negotiations began. The system will cost roughly $60,000.00 per year.     
 
Questions and Answers   
Q.  Council Member Thomas Barbee asked if the video footage of the cameras that are placed at 
the entrance/exit of the City's subdivisions are manned by the City's Police Department or the 
camera company and if the City has access to the footage? Mr. Barbee went on to also ask who 
would a citizen contact for a copy of  the footage?  
 
A.  Chief Libby responded by stating that the video footage is stored by the company that 
provides the cameras and that any requests for footage will need to be addressed to Flock 
Safety, who provides the services to the City and other munic ipalities.  
 
Council Member Glenn Jones made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by 
Council Member Mark Stephens. Vote was unanimous.  

RESULT:  ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Glenn Jones, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Mark Stephens, Council Member  
AYES :  Smith, Stephens, Griner, Jones, Barbee  

A. Intergovernmental Agreement between Chatham County and the City of Port Wentworth 
for 911 Dispatch  

11.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
There were none to report.  

12.  NEW BUSINESS  

A. Site Plan Review Application (General) 7 -0907 -01 -003 Novare Revision  

Scott Monson, Thomas & Hutton, was present remotely to share information about the 
project and to answer any questions or concerns of Mayor and Council.  
 
Questions and Answers  
Q.  Council Member Glenn Jones asked if the Georgia Department of Transportation (DOT) 
has approved a left hand turn or break in the median?  
 
A.  Mr. Monson responded by stating that preliminary meetings have been held with DOT 
who has assured that they will have access to the site through a right in right o ut and 
that DOT has given indication that they will consider a median cut at that same location 
but that this has not been approved.  
 
Council Member Glenn Jones went on to voice his concern that if DOT does not approve a 
left hand turn lane problems could  arise at the cut through at Pine Forest with people 
trying to get to Food Lion, which will be a disaster for traffic.  
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Q.  Council Member Lynwood Griner asked if the streets will be wide enough for 
emergency vehicles if people are blocking the streets?  
 
A. Mr. Monson stated that auto turn truck rotating has been done all the way through the 
apartment complex to be sure emergency vehicles can maneuver through the 
development and back out. The streets are 24' wide all the way through the 
development.  
 
Q.  Council Member Glenn Jones then went on to ask if there is anyway the developers 
can get some type of affirmation from DOT that they will put in the left hand turn lane, 
with Council offering a conditional approval?  
 
Comment  
City Attorney James L. Coursey, J r. stated that he does not agree to applying a condition 
on the revisions to the site plan upon DOT approval.  
 
A.  Josh Yellin stated that an approved site plan is already on the table and that the 
agenda item before Council is a revision to that site plan  that was approved back in May 
2021.  
 
Mr. Monson reiterated that DOT has approved a right in right out and that they will 
consider their application for a median cut that will allow left turns into the apartment.  
 
Todd Anderson assured Council that they will be pursuing the median cut and the left turn 
opportunity. Mr. Anderson went on to state that the traffic study for the project should be 
completed soon and the information from the study is needed to press for the left hand 
turn.  
 
Q.  Council Member T homas Barbee asked if there was any way that Council could receive 
something in writing that they are in talk for the split lane?  
 
A.  Mr. Anderson replied by stating that once the traffic study comes in they will be in a 
position to make an application to DOT.  
 
Mr. Monson clarified that they will issue a letter of intent to DOT for the median cut and 
fall back position of the right in right in. This will confirm their intent to pursue.  
 
Comments   
Mayor Norton stated that he agrees with Council Member Glen n Jones that persons 
coming out of Effingham County will be making the cut through in Pine Forest that will 
affect the traffic.  
 
City Attorney Coursey asked the developers to take a hard look at their stormwater run 
off due to issues at Highway 21 and sug gested that if possible they over engineer it.  
 
Council Member Lynwood Griner voiced his opinion that Council's main concern is traffic 
and that the City is simply trying to do things safely in hopes the State will do something 
about the traffic.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Glenn Jones, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
AYES:  Smith, Stephens, Griner, Jones, Barbee  

B.  Site Plan Review Application (General) 7 -0906 -04 -091 Cottages at Rice Hope  

Ray Pittman, Pittman Engineering o n behalf of Third Lake Development, LLC, was present 
remotely to share information about the project and to answer any questions or concerns 
of Mayor and Council.  
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Mayor Norton expressed his concerns about the drainage issues in this area and hopes 
that t his will be addressed before development is complete.  
 
City Attorney James L. Coursey, Jr. supported the Mayor's concerns and stated that the 
drainage needs to be addressed.  
 
Scott Monson shared some issues and concerns that he has noticed on the water l ine.  
 
Questions and Answers  
Q.  Rice Hope residents Madeline Quino, Sheree Rogers and Raymond Rafalowski asked 
several questions regarding parking, traffic, amenities and the Rice Hope master plan, as 
well as questions related to the HOA covenants and fees  for the proposed apartments?  
 
A.  Mr. Pittman and Scott Monson addressed each of the residents questions and 
concerns, except for those related to the HOA covenants as Council agreed that a City 
Council meeting was not the appropriate setting to discuss m atters related to the HOA.   
 
Q.  Council Member Mark Stephens asked Chief of Fire Operations, Lance Moore, if the 
dimensions given by the developer are sufficient for the Fire Trucks?  
 
A.  Chief Moore stated that "yes it is sufficient". Chief Moore went on  to state that the 
main issue occurs with on -street parking, rather than the residents parking in their 
driveway.  
 
Comment   
Mayor Pro Tem Linda Smith commented that the Georgia Department of Transportation 
(DOT) is working toward implementing a six (6) la ne highway up to Effingham County 
hopefully in the near future.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Linda Smith, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
AYES:  Smith, Stephens, Griner, Jones, Barbee  

C. Site Plan Review Application (General) Lakeside Phases 20 -30  

James Bryant, Pittman Engineering Company on behalf of D.R. Horton and Bald Eagle 
Partners, was present remotely to share information about the project and to answer any 
questions or concerns of Mayor and Council.  
 
Questions and Answ ers  
Q.  Rice Hope resident Madeline Quino expressed her concerns regarding residents parking 
on the street and whether or not enough room will be allotted for emergency vehicles to 
get through?   
 
A.  Scott Monson addressed the issue by stating that the deve lopers are complying with 
City ordinances to be certain the streets are wide enough to accommodate emergency 
vehicles.  
 
Q.  Madeline Quino asked of the 652 homes that are being proposed for this project how 
many of them will be rental homes?   
 
A.  Scott Mo nson stated that the plan is to build 180 rental homes out of the 652 homes.  
 
Q.  Council Member Lynwood Griner asked what will be the average rent for one of those 
homes?  
 
A.  Scott Monson stated that the average rental price will be $1,300 to $1,800 for t he 
Cottages and for the D.R. Horton homes the rental price will be $1,400 to $2,000.  
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Q.  Rice Hope resident Madeline Quino also asked if there will be another pool and 
amenities center for the apartment complex?  
 
A.  Scott Monson stated that for the Cotta ges and the D.R. Horton homes there will be 
sub -amenities.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Mark Stephens, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
AYES:  Smith, Stephens, Griner, Jones, Barbee  

D.  Site Plan Review Application (Specific) 7 -0975 -01 -025 Tract B LMS  

Neil McKenzie, Coleman Company, Inc. on behalf of LMS Real Estate Investment 
Management, was present remotely to share information about the project and to answer 
any questions or concerns of Mayor and Council.  
 
Questions and Answ ers   
Q.  City Attorney James L. Coursey, Jr. asked Mr. McKenzie to confirm whether or not the 
following is true: (1) that this project is a private development, (2) the management 
company will manage the roads and all utilities inside the development and (3 ) that their 
is no plan to dedicate the roads to the City?  
 
A.  Mr. McKenzie replied to Mr. Coursey by stating, "yes, that is correct".  
 
Q.  Council Member Lynwood Griner asked Mr. McKenzie if management of this private 
development means that they will tak e care of all the roads back up to Grant Road?  
 
A.  Mr. McKenzie responded by stating that this hasn't been discussed because it is 
currently public right a way. So it is assumed that eventually this will be turned over to 
the City and the management compa ny will take care of everything inside the gate.  
 
Q.  LaRay Benton, representing 135 Saussy Road, inquired about the traffic analysis and 
its inclusion of Saussy Road and stated his opinion that the traffic analysis is inadequate 
for Council to even conside r the project. Mr. Benton also inquired about the ditches along 
Highway 21 to turn onto Saussy Road and how this will tie in to the existing 
infrastructure?  
 
A.  Mr. McKenzie referred to Table 3 of the project, which states the am and pm times and 
that the  widening of the lane will operate at the appropriate level. As for the ditches, Mr. 
McKenzie stated that the ditch will still remain and the drainage on Saussy will be taken 
into the private development which will make it better than it currently is.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [3 TO 2]  
MOVER:  Linda Smith, Mayor Pro Tem  
SECONDER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
AYES:  Smith, Griner, Jones  
NAYS:  Stephens, Barbee  

E. Subdivision Application Parkside Ph B & C Prelimary Plat  

Ray Pittman, Pittman Engineering Company on beha lf of Bald Eagle Partners, was present 
remotely to share information about the project and to answer any questions or concerns 
of Mayor and Council.  
 
Questions and Answers  
Q.  Mayor Pro Tem Linda Smith asked was this approved by the Planning Commission?  
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A.  City Manager Edwin Booth stated, "yes".  
 
Q.  Deanna Stainbrook, resident of Rice Hope, asked who is the builder for the new 
homes? Mrs. Stainbrook went on to stress the issue of on -street parking and the need for 
this to be addressed.  
 
A.  Scott Monson stated that Village Park Homes is the builder.  
 
Comment   
City Manager Edwin Booth stated for the record that he and Fire Chief Lance Moore have 
looked at the various site plans for the subdivisions to be certain that emergency vehicles 
can flow in and out  and that a plan is in place to rectify any issues.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Linda Smith, Mayor Pro Tem  
AYES:  Smith, Stephens, Griner, Jones, Barbee  

F. Subdivision Application Parcel 3, Former Broadman T ract Final Plat  

The applicant was not present to share information about this project. Therefore Council 
Member Thomas Barbee made a motion to delay until the October City Council meeting. 
Seconded by Council Member Glenn Jones.  
 
Vote Results  
Mayor Pro Te m -  No/Nay  
Council Member Thomas Barbee -  Yes/Aye  
Council Member Lynwood Griner -  Yes/Aye  
Council Member Mark Stephens -  No /Nay  
Council Member Glenn Jones -  Yes/Aye  

RESULT:  DELAYED [3 TO 2]  
MOVER:  Thomas Barbee, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Glenn Jones, Council Member  
AYES:  Griner, Jones, Barbee  
NAYS:  Smith, Stephens  

13.  RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES/PROCLAMATIONS  

A. Update to City Ordinance Sec. 13 -7. -  Stop intersections  

Matt Libby, Chief of Police Operations, was present remotely to share information on the 
update of the City's stop sign ordinance and to answer any questions or concerns of 
Mayor and Council.  

RESULT:  APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]  
MOVER:  Glenn Jones, Council Member  
SECONDER:  Lynwood Griner, Council Member  
AYES:  Smith, Stephens, Griner, Jones, Barbee  

B. Zoning Map Amendment 7 -0906 -01 -012 Exley Hwy 21  

Robert McCorkle, Johnson & McCoy on behalf of Thomas Lee Exley was present remotely 
to share information about the project and to answer any questions or concerns of Mayor 
and Council.  
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Questions and Answe rs   
Q.  Council Member Thomas Barbee asked what is the current zoning?  
 
A.  Mr. McCorkle stated that the property is currently zoned RA -  Residential Agriculture.  
 
Q.  Mayor Norton asked if a gate is there at the property?  
 
A.  Mr. McCorkle stated, "yes".  
 
NOTE:  City Attorney James L. Coursey, Jr. clarified for City Council that per the City's 
Charter, Council will not vote on a First Reading agenda item. Council will only vote on an 
agenda item at the Second Reading, at which there will not be a Public Heari ng. Public 
Hearings will only be held at a First Reading.  

C. Zoning Map Amendment 7 -0035 -01 -010 HWY 21 Truck Yard  

Marc Liverman, Atlantic Coast Consulting, Inc. on behalf of Drayton -Parker Companies, 
was present remotely to share information about the pro ject and to answer any questions 
or concerns of Mayor and Council.  
 
Zach Riddle was also present to express the companies belief that what is being proposed 
is the best use of the property and the most attractive they can make it.  
 
Question and Answer   
Q.  Council Member Lynwood Griner asked if the parking facilities will be concrete?  
 
A.  Zach Riddle stated that parking will be GAB, which is a form of gravel.  
 
Comments   
Mayor Pro Tem Linda Smith verbalized her opposition to this project because she believ es 
that this will be an awful site on Highway 21.  
 
City Manager Edwin Booth stated that the City's concern is that this project will bring the 
appearance of Highway 21 downhill.  
 
Council Member Glenn Jones also expressed his concern that the proposed pro ject is not 
the best use for the property.  
 
NOTE:  City Attorney James L. Coursey, Jr. clarified for City Council that per the City's 
Charter, Council will not vote on a First Reading agenda item. Council will only vote on an 
agenda item at the Second Read ing, at which there will not be a Public Hearing. Public 
Hearings will only be held at a First Reading.  

14.  EXECUTIVE SESSION  
There were none to report.  

15.  PUBLIC COMMENTS -  REGISTERED SPEAKERS  
Tom Book inquired as to whether or not Council has reviewed  his email on the case related to 
his sister Maria Book.  
 
Mayor Norton responded to Mr. Book by stating that the case related to Maria Book has been 
referred to the City Attorney and that Council will not comment since the case is an ongoing 
police matter .   

16.  ADJOURNMENT  
There being no further business, Mayor Pro Tem Linda Smith made a motion to adjourn. 
Seconded  by Council Member Lynwood Griner. Vote was unanimous.  
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.  

 

________________________________________________ 
Mayor Gary Norton 
 
 
The foregoing minutes are true and correct and approved by me on this ________ day of 
____________________________________, 2021. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Shanta M. Scarboro, Clerk of Council 
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES MONTHLY REPORT / SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
 
 
     
INSPECTIONS / P&Z 
 
Building Permits Issued:  37 
Building Estimated Cost:  $49,951,291.40 
Permit Fees Paid:  $391,911.23 
Inspections Completed:  330 
Plan Reviews Completed:  37 
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 City Council  Meeting: 10/28/21 06:30 PM  
 7224 GA Highway 21  Department : Administration  
 Port Wentworth , GA  31407  Category: Report  
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro  
 SCHEDULED  Department Head : Shanta Scarboro  
  
 AGENDA ITEM  (ID # 2539)  DOC ID: 2539  

Updated: 10/22/2021 8:46 AM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

Setting of the November and December City Council Meeting 
Dates 

Issue/Item:  Setting of the November and December City Council Meeting Dates.  
 
Background:  The Regular City Council Meeting date is set for the 4th Thursday of each 
month. However, due to the T hanksgiving holiday falling on the 4th Thursday in November, 
and Christmas Eve being on Friday, December 24th Council typically moves these meeting 
dates to the 3rd Thursday of the month.  
 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the City Council Meeting fo r the month of 
November be moved to 3rd Thursday, November 18th and the December meeting moved to 
3rd Thursday, December 16th.  
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 City  Council  Meeting: 10/28/21 06:30 PM  
 7224 GA Highway 21  Department : Administration  
 Port Wentworth , GA  31407  Category: Personnel  
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro  
 SCHEDULED  Department Head : Shanta Scarboro  
  
 AGENDA ITEM  (ID # 2538)  DOC ID: 2538  

Updated : 10/22/2021 8:42 AM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

Employee Gift Cards 

Issue/Item:  Employee Gift Cards  

Background:  Each year, as a Christmas bonus for City staff, Council decides to vote for or 
against approval to offer a monetary gift card for all full - time and part - time employees. In 
2016 Council voted t o approve $50.00 for part - time staff and $100.00 for full - time. 
However, in 2017 and 2018 Council approved to issue a $100.00 gift card to all staff, 
regardless of hours worked. In 2019 and 2020, Council voted to approve $150.00 bonus for 
Department Heads and $100.00 for all other full - time and part - time employees, regardless 
of the hours worked.  

Recommendation:  Approval.  
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 City Council  Meeting: 10/28/21 06:30 PM  
 7224 GA Highway 21  Department : Ad ministration  
 Port Wentworth , GA  31407  Category: Report  
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro  
 SCHEDULED  Department Head : Shanta Scarboro  
  
 AGENDA ITEM  (ID # 2537)  DOC ID: 2537  

Updated: 10/22/2021 8:41 AM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

62nd Annual Mayors' Motorcade 

Issue/Item:  62nd Annual Mayors' Motorcade.  
 
Background:  The Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) began the Mayors' Christmas 
Motorcade in 1959 at the request of then -Governor Ernest Vandiver as a way of providing 
holiday gifts for the patients of Georgia's mental health hospitals. The program aims at 
raising the awareness of the needs of Georgia's mental facilities.  
 
There are currently five regional mental health hospitals in the state, serving some 3,200 
Georgians. Many of the se clients have lived in a facility for much of their lives and receive 
little, if any, support from their families. Without the Mayors' Christmas Motorcade, the staff 
at these facilities have stated, many of their clients would not receive a gift for the holidays.  
 
The City of Port Wentworth has participated in this event for the past several years and with 
the help of City Council and employee donations, each year a large contribution of items has 
been donated to Georgia Regional Hospital.  
 
The 62nd Annu al Mayors' Motorcade will take place on December 1, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. 
until 11:00 a.m. at Georgia Regional Hospital of Savannah located at 1915 Eisenhower 
Drive.  
 
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the City of Port Wentworth participate fully in 
the  2021 Mayors' Motorcade Event as in years past.  
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ARTICLE 6 
TERMINATION AND REMEDIES  

 
6.1 Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in this Agreement, at any time, the Parties  
may agree in writing to terminate this Agreement, which termination shall be effective as of the  
date agreed upon by the Parties.   
 

ARTICLE 7 
NOTICES 

 
7.1 All  required  notices  shall  be  given  by  certified  first  class  U.S.  Mail, return receipt 
requested, and by electronic mail to the County or City Manager then in charge. Future changes in 
address shall be effective upon written notice being given to the other Party via certified first class 
U.S. Mail, return receipt requested and by electronic mail.  Notices shall be addressed to the parties 
at the following addresses:   
 
 Effingham County    The City of Port Wentworth 

7224 GA Highway 21 
Port Wentworth, GA 31407 
912-964-4379 

        
ARTICLE  8 

NON-ASSIGNABILITY  
  

8.1 Neither Party shall assign any of the obligations or benefits of this Agreement without the 
prior written approval of Effingham County and the City of Port Wentworth.  

ARTICLE 9  
ENTIRE AGREEMENT  

 
9.1 The Parties acknowledge, one to the other, that the terms of this Agreement constitute the 
entire understanding and Agreement of the Parties regarding the subject matter of the Agreement. 
This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding and agreement between the Parties 
concerning  the  subject  matter  of  this  Agreement,  and  supersedes  all  prior  oral  or  written 
agreements or understandings.  No representations, oral or written, not incorporated in this 
Agreement shall be binding upon the City of Port Wentworth or Effingham County.  
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  IN WITNESS WHEREOF , Effingham County and the City of Port Wentworth have 
executed this Agreement through their duly authorized officers on the day and year noted.  
   

 

EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
 
BY:____________________________________  
      CHAIRMAN  
      EFFINGHAM COUNTY COMMISSION   
  

 

Date:________       ATTEST:   ___________________________ 
      CLERK               

      (SEAL) 

  

 

THE CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH 

 

BY:____________________________________ 
      GARY NORTON, MAYOR              
  

 

Date:________       ATTEST:   ___________________________               
  SHANTA SCARBORO 
  CITY CLERK  

       (Seal) 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT:      
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_____________________________________               
James L. Coursey, Jr., City Attorney for the  
City of Port Wentworth      
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 City Council  Meeting: 10/28/21 06:30 PM  
 7224 GA Highway 21  Department : City Administrator  
 Port Wentworth , GA  31407  Category: Agreement  
  Prepared By: Shanta Scarboro  
 SCHEDULED  Department Head : Edwin L. Booth  
  
 AGENDA ITEM  (I D # 2541)  DOC ID: 2541  

Updated: 10/23/2021 8:52 AM by Shanta Scarboro  Page 1 

AIA B101 Owner-Architect Agreement Greenline Architecture 

Issue/Item:  AIA B101 Owner -Architect Agreement Greenline Architecture.  
 
Background:  Monica Mastrianni, AIA with Greenline Architecture is proposing a Owner -
Architect Agreement for the contractual a rrangement for the municipal buildings (Fire, 
Police and Administration) and Veterans Memorial. This proposal does not include the civil 
landscape architecture, as this will be coordinated directly with Thomas & Hutton.  
 
City Attorney James L. Coursey, Jr . and Monica Mastrianni are working on the final edits to 
the proposal. Council will be provided a copy upon completion.  
 
Recommendation:  Approval.  
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