
 

 

CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH  
CITY COUNCIL  

  JANUARY 26, 2023  

 

 

  

 Council Meeting Room  Regular Meeting  7:00 PM  

7224 GA HIGHWAY 21  
PORT WENTWORTH, GA  31407  

City of Port Wentworth  Generated: 1/18/2023 5:44 PM  Page 1   

1.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

2.  PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

3.  ROLL CALL -  CLERK OF COUNCIL  

4.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

5.  RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL GUESTS  

6.  PUBLIC COMMENTS -  REGISTERED SPEAKERS  

7.  ELECTIONS & APPOINTMENTS  

8.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES  

A. Regular Counci l Meeting -  December 15, 2022  

9.  COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS  

10.  COMMITTEE REPORTS  

11.  CONSENT AGENDA  

A. Notice of Award and Approval of Contract with ,Griffin Contracting, Inc., in the amount of 
$466,000.00 for the Antrim Road Roadway Improvements Project, Block 3  

B.  Jasper Village Intergovernmental Agreement -  Amendment  

C. February Council Meeting Location  

D.  Resignation Acceptance  

E. Savannah River Bridge Replacement Project: Amendment to the Memorandum of 
Agreement  

12.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. Site Plan Rev iew Application submitted by Nate Fuss, Bohler of behalf of Double Reverse, 
LLC., for PIN # 70037 02018 (150 Highway 30) for a General Development Site Plan to 
allow a RV / Boat Storage (Bespoke Port Wentworth) in a P -C-3 (Planned General 
Business) Zoning District  
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
AMONG 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 

CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH 
AND 

GEORGIA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
FOR 

GDOT PROJECT TO REPLACE SR 25/US 17 BRIDGE AT SAVANNAH RIVER 
P.I. No. 0013741 

CHATHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA 
HP No. 181019-001 

 
WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) plans to fund the Georgia Department of 

Transportation (GDOT) Project to Replace SR 25/US 17 Bridge at Savannah River, P.I. No. 0013741, 
Chatham County, Georgia (undertaking) and FHWA has determined that the undertaking will affect historic 
properties and is therefore subject to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) pursuant 
to 36 CFR § 800 regulations implementing Section 106 of the NHPA (54 U.S.C. § 306108); and 

 
WHEREAS, the undertaking consists of the replacement of the existing SR 25/US 17 bridge (GDOT 

Bridge 051-0054-0) over the Savannah River in Port Wentworth in Chatham County approximately six miles 
north of Savannah; and 

 
WHEREAS, FHWA has defined the undertaking's area of potential effect (APE) as the areas of 

proposed right-of-way and easement, within which all construction and ground-disturbing activity would 
occur, and all properties within the viewshed of the proposed project; and 

 
WHEREAS, FHWA has determined the undertaking will have an adverse effect upon the James 

P. Houlihan Bridge (GDOT Bridge 051-0054-0) and the Atlantic Coastal Highway, which are eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), in consultation with the Georgia State Historic 
Preservation Officer (GA SHPO); and 

 
WHEREAS, GDOT is a consulting party as an applicant for federal assistance and is therefore an 

invited signatory, pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4); and 
 

WHEREAS, FHWA has consulted with the Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town, Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, Muscogee (Creek) National Council, Poarch Band of Creek Indians, Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, 
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe, Shawnee Tribe, Eastern Shawnee Tribe, Catawba Indian Nation, and the 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town and none have requested to enter this agreement as an invited signatory or 
concurring party; and 

 
WHEREAS, FHWA notified the GA SHPO, the Beehive Foundation, Chatham County Board of 

Commissioners, Chatham County-Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission, Chatham-Effingham- 
Liberty Regional Library, City of Port Wentworth, Coastal Georgia Archaeological Society, Coastal Heritage 
Society, Coastal Regional Commission, Georgia Genealogical Society, Georgia Historical Society, Gullah 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission, Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic 
Savannah Foundation, and the Ogeechee Riverkeeper regarding the nature of the undertaking and 
informed those entities of our efforts to identify historic properties and were invited to participate in the 
Section 106 process. As a result of these efforts, the City of Port Wentworth has elected to participate as 
an invited signatory; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.6(a)(1), FHWA has notified the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preservation (Council) of its adverse effect determination with specified documentation, and the 
Council has chosen not to participate in the consultation pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6(a)(1)(iii); and 
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http://www.dot.ga.gov/IS/Environment/CulturalResources/PA


GDOT Project  t o Replace SR 25/ US 17 Br idge at  Savann ah River , P. I. No. 0013741 
Chatham  County  
Memorandum of Agreement 
HP No. 181019 -001  
Page 4 of 8  

 

 

Execution of this MOA by the FHWA, GDOT, the GA SHPO, and the City of Port Wentworth, its subsequent 
filing with the Council, and implementation of its terms, is evidence that the FHWA has taken into account 
the effects of the undertaking on historic properties and afforded the Council an opportunity to comment. 

 
XI. EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT IN COUNTERPARTS 

 
This MOA may be executed in counterparts with a separate page for each signatory. FHWA will ensure 
that each party is provided a copy of the fully executed agreement. 

11.E.a

Packet Pg. 17

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 0

01
37

41
_H

IS
T

_M
O

A
_2

02
0.

05
.1

3 
  (

27
96

 :
 S

av
an

n
ah

 R
iv

er
 B

ri
d

g
e 

R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t 
P

ro
je

ct
: 

A
m

en
d

m
en

t 
to

 t
h

e 
M

em
o

ra
n

d
u

m
 o

f



GDOT Project  t o Replace SR 25/ US 17 Br idge at  Savann ah River , P. I. No. 0013741 
Chatham  County  
Memorandum of Agreement 
HP No. 181019 -001  
Page 5 of 8  

 

 

SIGNATORY 
 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
BY:  ___________________________________________________    

 

DATE:_  __ 
Moises Marrero, Division Administrator 
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GDOT Project  t o Replace SR 25/ US 17 Br idge at  Savann ah River , P. I. No. 0013741 
Chatham  County  
Memorandum of Agreement 
HP No. 181019 -001  
Page 6 of 8  

 

 
 
SIGNATORY 

 
GEORGIA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

 
 
BY:  ___________________________________________________    

 

DATE:_  __ 
Dr. David Crass, Division Director, Deputy SHPO 
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GDOT Project  t o Replace SR 25/ US 17 Br idge at  Savann ah River , P. I. No. 0013741 
Chatham  County  
Memorandum of Agreement 
HP No. 181019 -001  
Page 7 of 8  

INVITED SIGNATORY 

 

 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

BY:   __  _ 

DATE:_   
Eric Duff, State Environmental Administrator 
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AMENDMENT TO THE 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

AMONG 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 
AND 

GEORGIA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
FOR 

GDOT PROJECT TO REPLACE SR 25/US 17 BRIDGE AT SAVANNAH RIVER 
PI# 0013741 

CHATHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA 
HP-181019-001 

 
 WHEREAS, the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was executed on September 2020; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Stipulation III in the MOA stated that a portion of this stipulation would need to be 
carried out prior to contract bidding; however, as GDOT is the responsible entity for the mitigation and not 
the design-build team this stipulation does not include activities contingent upon construction of the 
project and can therefore can be completed within the seven (7) year timeline established in the MOA.  
Additionally, this addendum further clarifies the location and ownership of the interpretive panels/plaques; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) will send a copy of this executed 
amendment to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council);  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Stipulation VIII of the MOA, the FHWA, Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT), the Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer (GA SHPO), and 
the City of Port Wentworth agree to amend the MOA as follows:  
 
STIPULATIONS 
 

1. Amend Stipulation III so it reads as follows:  
 

GDOT will prepare the content and produce up to four (4) plaques/interpretive panels that document 
the natural, cultural, and historical significance of the James P. Houlihan Bridge, Atlantic Coastal 
Highway, Colerain Plantation District, and flora and fauna of the tidal marsh in the project vicinity. 
Once GDOT has produced the interpretive panels/plaques they will be installed by the City of Port 
Wentworth at the Houlihan Boat Ramp. Following instillation, the City of Port Wentworth would be 
responsible for ownership and maintenance of the interpretive panels/plaques. The design and text 
for the interpretive panels/plaques will be submitted to the GA SHPO for review and approval. Once 
installed, photographs of the installed panels will be provided to the GA SHPO by GDOT for the 
project file and to signify completion of this stipulation. 
 

EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT IN COUNTERPARTS 

This amended MOA may be executed in counterparts with a separate page for each signatory.  FHWA 
will ensure that each party is provided a copy of the fully executed agreement.   
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GDOT Project to Replace SR 25/US 17 Bridge at Savannah River, PI# 0013741, Chatham County 
Amended Memorandum of Agreement 
HP-181019-001 
Page 2 of 5 
 

SIGNATORY 
 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION    
 
 
BY: ________________________________________________________  DATE: ________________ 
 Sabrina S. David, AICP, Division Administrator    
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GDOT Project to Replace SR 25/US 17 Bridge at Savannah River, PI# 0013741, Chatham County 
Amended Memorandum of Agreement 
HP-181019-001 
Page 3 of 5 
 
SIGNATORY 
 
GEORGIA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
 
 
BY:   ______________________________________________________     DATE: ________________ 
         Jennifer Dixon, Division Director, Deputy SHPO 
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GDOT Project to Replace SR 25/US 17 Bridge at Savannah River, PI# 0013741, Chatham County 
Amended Memorandum of Agreement 
HP-181019-001 
Page 4 of 5 
 
INVITED SIGNATORY 
 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
 
BY:   ______________________________________________________      DATE: _______________ 
         Eric Duff, State Environmental Administrator 
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GDOT Project to Replace SR 25/US 17 Bridge at Savannah River, PI# 0013741, Chatham County 
Amended Memorandum of Agreement 
HP-181019-001 
Page 5 of 5 
 
INVITED SIGNATORY 
 
CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH 
 
 
BY:   ______________________________________________________      DATE: _______________ 
         Gary Norton, Mayor 
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 City Council  Meeting: 01/26/23 07:00 PM  
 7224 GA Highway 21  Department : All  
 Port Wentworth , GA  31407  Category: Planning/Zoning Item  
  Prepared By: Zahnay Smoak  
 SCHEDULED  Department Head : Steve Davis  
  
 AGENDA ITEM  (ID # 2790)  DOC ID: 2790  

Updated: 1/18/2023 5:13 PM  by Zahnay Smoak  Page 1 

Site Plan Review Application submitted by Nate Fuss, Bohler 
of behalf of Double Reverse, LLC., for PIN # 70037 02018 (150 
Highway 30) for a General Development Site Plan to allow a 

RV / Boat Storage (Bespoke Port Wentworth) in a P-C-3 
(Planned General Business) Zoning District 

Issue/Item:  Site Plan Review Application submitted by Nate Fuss, Bohler of behalf of 
Double Reverse, LLC., for PIN # 70037 02018 (150 Highway 30) for a General Development 
Site Plan to allow a RV / Boat Storage (Bespoke Port Wentworth ) in a P -C-3 (Planned 
General Business) Zoning District  
 
Background:  Currently the site is an undeveloped wooded parcel with existing wetlands 
permit in place and utility easements that run a portion of the property.   
 
Facts and Findings:  The Developer has  proposed developing a class A Enclosed, Covered 
and Open Boat/RV storage facility and office. The site will be gated, fenced and have 24 
hour monitoring/surveillance. Amenities will include a wash station, dump station, propane, 
ice, water, and compressed  air for all customers to use/purchase. Access to the site will be 
an existing curb cut on Highway 30. The site will connect to City of Port Wentworth Water 
and sanitary sewer utilities. According to the 2021 City of Port Wentworth Comprehensive 
Plan this property is under the Highway Commercial Interchange Area Character Area.      
   
Funding:  N/A  
 
Recommendation:  
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Parcel Number Owner Address Owner 
71017 01007 PO Box 8053 Statesboro, GA 30460 Georgia Southern University Foundation 

Guyton  
71017 02004 9987 HWY 23 N Metter, GA 30439 Hadden Simmons, Randy 
71017 02003 1238 State Road 30 Port Wentworth, 

GA 31407 
Coovert, Charles H. and Gwendoly 

71017 02005 1222 HWY 30 Port Wentworth, GA 
31407 

Butler, Rosalyn R Griner  

71017 02008 1220 HWY 30 Port Wentworth, GA 
31407 

Thomas, William S. 

71017 02009 133 Hodgeville Rd Port Wentworth, GA 
31407 

Dotson, Andrew Jerald 

71017 02010 101 Hodgeville Road Port Wentworth, 
GA 31407 

NAVKAR LLC 

71017 03001 1116 HWY 30 Port Wentworth, GA 
31407 

Shree Prabhu 2, LLC 

71017 01004 133 Hodgeville Road Port Wentworth, 
GA 31407 

Dotson, Andrew Jerald 

436-20 405 S Skinner Ave Pooler GA, 31322 Strickland, Robert and Harley 
436-22 Woods, Herman C. 2000 Old Augusta Road Clyo, GA 31303 
419-1 PO Box 8053 Statesboro, GA 30460 Georgia Southern University Foundation 

Guyton 
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Capital Project Form (10/2022) Version 1 

 

2022-2023 NEW CAPITAL PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM 

DEPARTMENT Police 

CAPITAL PROJECT TITLE Brinc Drone Lemur PROJECT NUMBER 23-0016 

PROJECT LOCATION Training Center /Courthouse  

CITY DISTRICT(S) At-Large ASSOCIATED 
DISTRICTS: 

City Wide 

ANTICIPATED START DATE 12.15.2022 

EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE 1.30.23 

PROJECT COST CARRYOVER NEW 2023 TOTAL 2023 BUDGET 

 $          18,000.00        $                                $                       18,000.00 

SOURCE(S) OF  
FUNDING 

IT Improvement 
from Court Fines 

GENERAL LEDGER CODE 
(FUND/DEPARTMENT/EXPENSE) 

100-5-3200-531125 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Purchase and operate a new Tactical drone arial platform.  This is a BRINC Drone Lemur.  It is an 
American manufactured purpose-built tactical robot designed to aid tactical response teams in barricade, 
hostage, active shoot, and other high-risk situations.  

This will be operated by one of four FAA certified drone pilots using a custom remote controller. Included 
onboard micro-SD card for recording high quality video and audio logs for evidence.  Provides 31 minutes 
of best-in-class flight time.  Website: https://brincdrones.com 

PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 

X Public Safety  Shovel Ready The equipment will enhance both tactical operations and communication 
during an event.  It will be primarily utilized to augment and assist units for 
search and rescue missions and tactical call out operations. 
 
Primarily used to reduce personnel exposure and physical risk to hostile 
environments and persons. 

 Regulatory  
Compliance 

 Community  
Benefit 

 Revenue  
Enhancement 

 Constituent 
Services 

 
Cost Savings or  
Avoidance 

 Grant Support/ 
Reimbursed 

 Efficiency  Environmental 
Impact 

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT 

X No Impact                                                              

 Revenue Enhancement 
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Capital Project Form (10/2022) Version 1 

 

2022-2023 NEW CAPITAL PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM 

DEPARTMENT Police 

CAPITAL PROJECT TITLE Augmented/Virtual Reality Trainer  PROJECT NUMBER 23-0015 

PROJECT LOCATION Training center /courthouse  

CITY DISTRICT(S) At-Large ASSOCIATED 
DISTRICTS: 

 City Wide 

ANTICIPATED START DATE 12.15.2022 

EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE 1.30.23 

PROJECT COST CARRYOVER NEW 2023 TOTAL 2023 BUDGET 

 $     148,525.00                 $                               -                         148,525.00 

SOURCE(S) OF  
FUNDING 

IT Improvement 
from Court Fines 

GENERAL LEDGER CODE 
(FUND/DEPARTMENT/EXPENSE) 

100-3200-531125 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Acquire state-of-the-art enhanced training simulator software and equipment to support simultaneous 
training environment for up to six (6) officers.   Within the past few years, virtual reality (VR) and 
augmented reality (AR) have steadily moved from early adopters towards the mainstream applications. 
This platform will provide our force with immersive capacity training using VR and AR, which is 
projected to be a game changer in preparing trainees for unexpected threats. This technology platform is 
evolving and is designed to complement existing classroom training formats. The technology alone, 
however, cannot ensure well-trained professionals. A comprehensive curriculum must integrate vivid and 
apt scenarios. 
 

PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 

X Public Safety  Shovel Ready The need for this type of training is necessary for our patrol and tactical 
officers to train and educate them on proper response to active shooter 
scenes.  We will be able train multiple officers in high-risk situations and 
can map large commercial buildings within the city limits into the software 
to enhance our training experience that provides realistic building 
constructs.   

 Regulatory  
Compliance 

 Community  
Benefit 

 Revenue  
Enhancement 

 Constituent 
Services 

 
Cost Savings or  
Avoidance 

 Grant Support/ 
Reimbursed 

 Efficiency  
Environmental 
Impact 

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT 

X No Impact                                                                                                                                                               

 Revenue Enhancement 

 

13.A.b

Packet Pg. 35

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

ap
ti

al
 P

ro
je

ct
 F

o
rm

 -
 A

u
g

m
en

te
d

 a
n

d
 V

it
u

al
 R

ea
lit

y 
T

ra
in

in
g

 E
q

u
ip

m
en

t 
an

d
 S

o
ft

w
ar

e 
28

N
O

V
20

22
  (

27
91

 :
 B

u
d

g
et

 A
m

en
d

m
en

t 
fo

r



 

Capital Project Form (10/2022) Version 1 

 

2022-2023 NEW CAPITAL PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM 

DEPARTMENT Police 

CAPITAL PROJECT TITLE Emergency Operations and Training 
Center 

PROJECT NUMBER 23-0017 

PROJECT LOCATION 1000 Old Richmond Rd. 

CITY DISTRICT(S) At-Large ASSOCIATED 
DISTRICTS: 

City Wide 

ANTICIPATED START DATE 01.16.22 

EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE 04.30.23 

PROJECT COST CARRYOVER NEW 2023 TOTAL 2023 BUDGET 

 $   450,000.00                    $                               - $                   450,000.00 

SOURCE(S) OF  
FUNDING 

IT Improvement 
from Court Fines 

GENERAL LEDGER CODE 
(FUND/DEPARTMENT/EXPENSE) 

100-5-3200-531125 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

To design and construct a 3,000 square foot Emergency Operations and Training Center.  Designed to 
permanently house all police related technology and to provide a training facility which complements the 
new equipment and designed for both emergency operation and enhanced AV/VR training.  The facility 
will be state-of-the-art and capable of withstanding hurricane force winds up to 140 mph. 

PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 

X Public Safety  Shovel Ready To be utilized and house department technology.  This will be vital in 
emergency operations as well as incorporating our training unit in this 
project.  We will be able to have all are technology and training in 
specifically designed/built building which will allow us to improve are 
training and response to emergency situations.   

 Regulatory  
Compliance 

 Community  
Benefit 

 Revenue  
Enhancement 

 Constituent 
Services 

 
Cost Savings or  
Avoidance 

 Grant Support/ 
Reimbursed 

 Efficiency  
Environmental 
Impact 

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT 

X No Impact                                                                                                                                                         

 Revenue Enhancement 
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Resolution No. R23-01-XX  City of Port Wentworth 2 

 

II.  Such appointments shall become effective upon the approval of the appointments, 

each appointed for their own five (5) year term.  

 

III.  The City Manager and City staff shall take such actions deemed necessary or 

advisable to accomplish this Resolution and appointments.  

IV.  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed. 

V. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and adoption.  

 
 
SO RESOLVED this the 26th day of January, 2023. 
 
 
       Approved: 
 
 
             
       Gary Norton, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
     
Zahnay Smoak, Clerk of Council  
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Resolution No. R23-01-XX  City of Port Wentworth 1 

RESOLTUION NO. R23-01-XX 
STATE OF GEORGIA  
COUNTY OF CHATHAM  
CITY OF PORT WENTWORTH  
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE QUIT CLAIM DEED  
FOR SAUSSY CANAL 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have the general power to provide for the health, 
safety, and welfare of the citizens of Port Wentworth; 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have the power to acquire, dispose of, convey, 
transfer, or otherwise any real, personal, or mixed property, in fee simple or in lesser interest, 
inside or outside the City limits; 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have the power to acquire, lease, construct, operate, 
maintain, sell, and dispose of public utilities, including storm water management;   
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have the power to protect and preserve the natural 
resources, environment, and vital areas of the City, the region, and the State through such actions 
including the management of storm water and establishment of a storm water utility;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the City Council of the City of Port Wentworth, 
Georgia, while in regular session on January 26, 2023, as follows: 
 

I. Upon review and approval by the City Attorney, the City hereby accepts the Quit 
Claim Deed from the County for the properties of the Saussy Canal. 

II.  The City Manager and City staff shall take such actions deemed necessary or 
advisable to accomplish this Resolution and real estate transaction.   

III.  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed. 
IV.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and adoption.  

 
 
SO RESOLVED this the 26th day of January, 2023. 
 
       Approved: 
 
 
             
       Gary Norton, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
     
Zahnay Smoak, Clerk of Council  
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